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Dear Reader,
 
It is now 12 months since I had the honour of being elected Chair of the
Committee on Culture and Education. And what a year it has been! The
Covid-19 pandemic has brought unprecedented challenges across society.
Schools and universities have had to close, meaning a large-scale shift to
remote and online learning. We have seen significant innovation in teaching
and learning, but, as the measures have continued, so we have seen with
great alarm that the rushed digital transition has exposed huge gaps and
exacerbated existing inequalities. Put simply, those that are already at a

disadvantage find themselves further adrift. That is something our Committee is committed to putting right as we address
the Commission's policy initiatives to overhaul the Skills Agenda, revamp the Digital Education Action Plan and upgrade
the European Education Area.
 
The cultural and creative sector has been ravaged by the impact of recent public health measures. In many Member
States, while theatres and cinemas are timidly opening up, there has been – and can be for the foreseeable future – no
return to normal. It is no exaggeration to say that many – often very small - organisations in the sector and individual
artists are facing financial ruin. The picture is scarcely any better in the media sector. While disinformation has been an
alarming feature of the pandemic, the value of robustly researched information, of independent coverage of events and of
critical appraisal of the actions of governments is more apparent now than ever. And when we need our media most, it has
faced plummeting advertising revenues that threaten its commercial viability.
 
And we must also not forget the devastating impact on sport and other youth and community groups and events. As
professional sport returns to our screens, we see how much fans matter. And we have also seen vividly how vital sports
clubs and youth organisations are to the fabric of society. Many are in dire financial straits.
 
All of this provides yet more motivation for the Committee on Education and Culture to make the case for ambitious policy,
fit-for-purpose legislation and proper funding. We have fought hard to ensure that existing EU financial support
mechanisms can reach our hard-hit sectors, but we know this is nowhere near enough. We will work to ensure that the
new recovery plan really delivers for education, culture, media, youth and sport. We are also conscious that short-term
recovery needs to be backed up by long-term ambition and vision. We must make sure that Erasmus+, Creative Europe
and the European Solidarity Corps continue to provide life-changing opportunities and allow Europe's people to flourish.
And, once again, we will be putting inclusion front and centre in our vision for the next seven years.
 
While it pales into insignificance next to the broader situation, the CULT Committee has also had to adapt very quickly to
new events. I would like to thank my colleagues for their flexibility and commitment over the past few months.
 
Until September, I wish all of you an enjoyable – if atypical – summer. Stay safe and healthy!
 
 
Sabine Verheyen
Chair, Committee on Culture and Education
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Effective measures to “green” Erasmus+, Creative Europe and
the European Solidarity Corps
 
Vote on draft report, Rapporteur: Laurence Farreng (Renew)
 
The report, adopted by a large majority (23 for, 3 against and 3 abstentions) underscores the role of the
education, culture and youth programmes in delivering on the broader aims of the European Green Deal,
notably by promoting social change and active citizenship. It charts specific ideas and initiatives that can

boost the programmes’ contribution to the Green Deal and help drive down its environmental impact, while at the same time
retaining the programmes' core features. While virtual learning and exchange offer an important and growing complement to
physical mobility (and indeed have enabled the programmes to continue during the COVID-19 pandemic), physical mobility
offers unique benefits, in terms of intercultural learning and life experiences, which cannot be replicated in a virtual
environment. Mobility must therefore remain at the core of the programmes. Secondly, creative and artistic freedom is an
inalienable pillar of the programmes. The three programmes must remain participant-driven and bottom-up. The final report
includes specific measures to encourage greener transport use, to measure environmental contribution and impact, to promote
more environmentally friendly practices, to use the structures in the programmes to support skills acquisition and to develop
and share creative solutions to combat climate change. It also makes clear that digital technologies are not a silver bullet and
need to be used smartly and inclusively, while participating organisations, which are very often small not-for-profits, need
support to help them become greener. Finally, the report highlights that serious efforts to green the programmes require money
and that, especially given the latest Commission MFF proposal, that money will   have to come from outside programmes
themselves, once again demonstrating the need for effective synergies with other funding programmes.
Procedure file

Sustainable Europe Investment Plan - How to finance the Green
Deal
 
Vote on draft opinion, Rapporteur: Romeo Franz (Verts/ALE)
 
The Committee adopted the final opinion with a large majority. The main points of the opinion are: (i) to
request the introduction of financial incentives in the investment plan to complement the Erasmus+,
European Solidarity Corps and Creative Europe programmes in the shift towards more environmentally
friendly, sustainable means of transport, while also promoting inclusion and accessibility (ii)   to adapt the proposal for the
Green Deal investment plan to develop an approach that is line with the emergency measures following the COVID-19 crisis
and to request that investment in the fields of culture, education, youth and sport be considered strategic in order to foster the
green transition promoted through the Green Deal. The lead committees (BUDG, ECON) will vote on the report on September
2020.
Procedure file

European Year of Rail (2021)
 
Vote on draft opinion, Rapporteur: Dace Melbrde (ECR)
 
The final opinion, backed by 28 votes in favour, 0 against and 2 abstensions, supports the proposal to
make 2021 the European Year of Rail. It highlights, in particular, the role that education and culture can
play in driving engagement with citizens, especially young people, which is the basic aim of the European
Year initiative. The opinion advocates using the Year to build effective synergies with Union mobility
programmes, especially Erasmus+, to try to boost the use of sustainable transport, notably by developing

partnerships with rail companies as has happened effectively with DiscoverEU. At the same time, it stresses that key
infrastructure gaps prevent a genuine cross-border rail network, hampering opportunities for some people, and introduces
amendments to ensure that the Year highlights the need for further development to close the gaps. Other key amendments
relate to promoting the railways and railway infrastructure as examples of industrial cultural heritage, to engaging effectively
with stakeholders outside the purely rail sector, for example in education, culture and youth, and to ensuring that the Year
leads to a lasting legacy, one of the key CULT priorities in the case of the European Year of Cultural Heritage.
Procedure file
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Digital Services Act - Package of 3 opinions
 
Vote on draft opinions, Rapporteur: Petra Kammerevert (S&D)
 
In the votes on the three opinions on the Digital Services Act (DSA) to the respective reports of the IMCO,
LIBE, and JURI Committees, Members endorsed all 29 compromises proposed by the Rapporteur. All
three opinions passed with a large majority, respectively: 23 in favour, 3 against, 3 abstentions for the
opinion to IMCO on ‘Digital Services Act: Improving the functioning of the Single Market’, 28 in favour, 0
against, 2 abstentions for the opinion to LIBE on ‘Digital Services Act and fundamental rights issues
posed’, and 27 in favour, 1 against and 2 abstentions for the opinion to JURI on ‘Digital Services Act: adapting commercial and
civil law rules for commercial entities operating online’.
As regards the content, the opinions stress the main principles from a CULT that should underpin the new DSA. These are
specifically (i) the liability regime of intermediaries of the e-Commerce Directive as the cornerstone of VSPs regulation, (ii) no
general obligation to monitor nor ex-ante control by VSPs when assessing whether audiovisual content is illegal or harmful,
and (iii) the possibility for VSPs to use automated tools for detecting such content.
 
Procedure file - DSA: Single market            Procedure file - DSA: commercial and civil law Procedure file - DSA: fundamental 
rights
 

 

 

 

 

Euronews and the AVMSD implementation guidelines

Exchange of views with the Commission

Last February the CULT Coordinators invited Mr Michael Peters the CEO of the channel to a meeting in Strasbourg to update
the Members on the latest developments in view of the ongoing MFF debate. At that time, the Euronews shareholders were:
Media Globe Networks (MGN) with 63%; NBC News 25% and public shareholders 12%. In April 2020, NBC sold its stake to
MGN, meaning MGN now controls 88% of the broadcaster.

During the exchange of views, CULT Members once again questioned the Commission on the independence of the channel's
editorial line and the terms of the Framework Partnership Agreement, which governs the Commission's relations Euronews and
under which Euronews commits to the production of EU news and programmes and the provision of news content in European
and international languages. The Director-General of DG CNECT, Mr Roberto Viola, assured the CULT Members that the
Commission has been closely following recent developments, making sure that the MGN’s acquisition of the NBC stake in
Euronews does not affect the independence of the channel’s editorial line. Moreover, Mr Viola reported that, in order to
guarantee business continuity, and in the context of COVID-19, Commissioner Breton proposed to keep Euronews’ funding
stable for the current year to cover the final year of operations within the current bilateral partnership. The framework
agreement expires in February 2021. Mr Viola also informed Members that the Commission is analysing all possible options for
the future of the multimedia actions line to make the most of the limited resources available.

On the Audiovisual Media Services Directive (AVMSD) transposition process, Director-General Viola recalled that the deadline
for transposition is approaching (19 September 2020). He first stressed that under the revised AVMSD, the Commission is
required to issue guidelines on (i) video sharing platforms (VSPs), clarifying the notion of ‘essential functionality’, as well as (ii)
on European works, notably on the calculation of the 30% share of European works in Video on Demand (VOD) national
catalogues and on the definitions of ‘low audience’ and ‘low turnover’. He then specified the main principles of the two sets of
guidelines adopted by the Commission on 2 July 2020. As regards the 30% share of European works, he stressed that the
recommended methodology is a calculation by title of films and by season of television series. As regards the notion of
‘essential functionality’, he highlighted that the guidelines identify a list of relevant indicators to be used by Member States
when evaluating whether audiovisual content is an essential part of the services provided by VSPs, thus clarifying which online
services fall under the scope of the AVMSD.

In the subsequent debate, Members raised some concerns on the late adoption of the guidelines, as well as the importance of 
respecting the current transposition deadline. They also addressed the impact of Brexit on the AVMSD implementation, in 
particular the inclusion of British audiovisual works in the share of European works, disinformation and hate speech on social 
media, and the risks posed by the ‘autoplay’ function on VSPs in exposing minors to harmful content.
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Outline of the Rapporteur’s approach
on the budgetary amendments

Exchange of views

The Rapporteur presented his position on the budgetary
amendments for the 2021 budget. In particular, he proposes
a common approach to the amendments on Erasmus+, the
European Solidarity Corps and Creative Europe. The
amendments should reflect the Parliament position on the
MFF files, in particular the tripling of Eramus and the
doubling of Creative Europe.

On pilot projects and preparatory actions, the Rapporteur is
in general not satisfied with the Commission grades on the
proposed PPPAs, though proposes to respect the long-
standing line to vote in favour only of projects with A or B
grades.

The Chair and several Shadows agreed with the Rapporteur’
s proposal on the MFF files and confirmed the need for the
Commission to come to explain their grading system.

Reopening of the Parlamentarium
and the House of the European
History

In Brussels, visits to the Parlamentarium and the House of
European History are now possible, respecting all distancing
and hygiene measures. Visits to all facilities are free of
charge and possible in 24 languages.

Since 15 June, the House of European History has a new
display with objects documenting citizens’ lives during the
COVID-19 lockdown. The exhibition reveals a snapshot of
citizens’ lives during the recent COVID-19 lockdown. The
curated selection shows the deep social, economic and
cultural impact of the pandemic, as well as exploring
common themes of solidarity, hope and resilience
experienced in adversity.

Visits are allowed for individual visitors or small groups from
the same household.  is mandatory.Booking in advance

You can find out more about the new visitor guidelines and 
opening times below: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/visiting
/en/coronavirus-precautions

The next committee meeting: 31 August - 1 September 2020

Useful links

CULT Committee website
Meeting documents
Calendar of meetings

U

Policy Department Publications in the EP
European Parliament - Think Thank
The German Presidency of the Council
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